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UM DEAN REBUKES
DRUG STATEMENTS
OF G.F. JUDGE

MISSOULA—
Andrew C. Cogswell, dean of students at the University of Montana, today termed as
"naive and irresponsible" the statements made by Great Falls District Judge Paul G.
Hatfield who blamed UM officials for leniency with drug users.
"Judge Hatfield"s comments in open court Tuesday in Great Falls imply

that the

University is the cause of drug problems in the city of Great Falls," said Cogswell.
"It seems to me he is looking for a kettle to call black.
"I will not disagree with the Judge that some of our students who use drugs, primarily

marijuana, come from Great Falls, for the majority I have interviewed about the problem hav
come from there.

I do disagree, however, that the University is at fault for their failing

"The Judge made similar nonjudicious remarks a few months ago," Cogswell continued.

"

"Certainly he must know by this time that no single institution or community has an
option on the problem of drug abuse.
a college problem but

He must also be aware

that drug abuse is not alone

gcvious one in most of our high schools.

To close his eyes to

the great probability that some Great Falls students have used drugs before they come
to the University from Great Falls, is the height of naivete."
Cogswell was the focus of public criticism last spring for stating that the drug
problem was not solvable by legal means alone.

He raid that education and counseling

were the most effective tools in the fight against drug abuse.
"I still believe this to be true," Cogswell emphasized.

"As Judge Hatfield well knows,

UM staff and students have participated in extensive activities, both on and off the
campus, designed to curb the problem.
direction.

And, we will continue to take steps in this.

In the meantime, we will be mindful of our obligations under the law to
more
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report actual possession to the proper legal authorities.”
Cogswell cited extension courses in drug education, seminars for high school students
throughout the state, a University course entitled "Use and Abuse of Drugs” , and a
summer drug education course for high school teachers as just a few examples of UM's
efforts to help alleviate the drug problem.
Cogswell said Dr. Victor Duke, UM professor of pharmacology, has been especially
active in drug education programs.

Dr. Duke has worked under Title I of the Aid to

Higher Education Act in establishing numerous courses, seminars and workshops for the
campus and the Montana citizenry.

He also has worked under the Institute for Social

Science Research in a special program for high school students. Many other faculty
members have been engaged in similar programs throughout Montana.
Dr. Duke's activities under the Title I program in 1970_7]will include presentations
in 10 Montana cities including Great Falls.
"We are trying to develop a focal point for drug education in Montana,”
reported Dr. Duke.

"Our facilities and expertise are available to any citizen who wants

to call on us, and many have.
have been soft on drug users.”

We have seen no indication that the police in Missoula

